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News

June Main Club Meeting.  Alistair and Mark demonstrated the BurnzOMatic range of propane and MAPP (Methyl Acetylene Propylene Propane) range of gas torches that will be available shortly in the country. Both hobbyist and professional designs boast significant safety features. The higher calorific value of the MAPP gas reduces heat time and allows silver soldering to be done. Thanks to Mark Wood for donating two planks for auction, and to Record for a metal working vice, that was raffled and won by Frans Joubert.
Extraordinary General Meeting

In terms of the Constitution, you are hereby notified that an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Witwatersrand Woodworkers Association will take place at Helpmekaar College on Wednesday 9th July 2002 at 18:00 to consider the following issue:

· Failing the nomination of any other people to the position of Secretary, Roger Matthews has agreed to serve as secretary for another year. However, Roger has already served for three years. Serving for another year would be in violation of the constitution. In the absence of any other candidates for the position of Secretary, the club is hereby requested to condone that Roger continues to serve for another year.
· Should members wish to nominate any further candidates for the position of Secretary, they are free to do so at the above meeting. Whereupon, the meeting will be called upon to vote on the election of a candidate Secretary to replace Roger. Then the above matter will fall away.  

Agenda:

· Attendance / Apologies

· Call for any further nominations to the position of Secretary, and vote for election of a candidate.

· In the absence of any elected candidate, condonation of the continued service of Roger Matthews as Secretary for another year.
June Turner’s Meeting.  18 balls were presented for judging. Some other intriguing pieces were also shown. 2 groups were formed for the collaborative sessions, one led by Schalk van Niekerk and the other by Peter Middleton and John Speedy.


Future Turner’s Program

· Project to show for the August meeting is to use one of the techniques demonstrated at the July meeting. 

· August. Wally Rossini will demonstrate how to make a natural edge bowl. Project to show for the September meeting is a natural edge bowl.

· September. Slide show and feedback by Butch and Roy. Roy is going to a symposium in France and Butch is going the American Association of Woodturner’s annual symposium. (See the details on the AAW web site at www.woodturning.org to become extremely jealous!)

· October. Eddie Marchio to demonstrate making a plywood platter.

· November.  Chris O'Connell to demonstrate the making of a thin walled platter.

· December. Braai. Cup to be awarded to the most improved turner.

 Club Notices:  

· The AWSA conference has been delayed until March 2004.
· Butch will organise a turner's get-together in Springs to dispose of some of
his surplus wood in August. Details to be advised.
· August General Club meeting. Forestry and local timber cultivation. Abe Stears is a former forester, SABS inspector and now an inspector for sawmill quality accreditation. He will talk about the types of timber grown commercially and how it is processed in sawmills. 
Hardware Centre Open Day. Sunday, 29 June 2003 from 08h30 to 15h30. The usual turners will be showing off their skills, in addition to the other stalls and demonstrations of lathes, power tools and machines. Hardware Centre can be found at the corner of Hans Strijdom and CR Swart Drives, Randburg, just South of the Hans Strijdom off-ramp of the N1 Western bypass. There should be lots to see and many of the usual faces.


After the article on magazine prices last month, Julian Stern and Des Galloti both pointed out that Hardware Centre offer Fine Wood Working at R98-, and also offer subscriptions, so there is another alternative source. 

Interest Groups

Toy-makers meet twice a month on the first and third Mondays at 9:30 am. Contact Eddy Marchio (011) 678-8062 for more details. 

Wednesday workshop. Meet on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm.

Saturday Club. Meet on the Saturday following the main meeting for a morning workshop at 9:00am. Contact Ken Bullivant (011) 820-6445. 

Turners meet the first Monday of the month at 6:00pm. Contact Danie de Clerk on 476-4964 (h), 408-3304 (w), or 083-675-0037 for more details.

For Sale:

Woodturning Classes. John Speedy has started to give woodturning lessons at Hardware Centre. This is a convenient locality as John’s workshop is too small for the job, and he will be able to teach two students at a time. Initially he is offering only a beginner’s class. Turning tools will be provided, although you should bring any that you have so that can become comfortable with your own tools and learn to sharpen them under John’s instruction. 

The course will cover spindle turning, sharpening of tools, faceplate turning, and bowl turning. Material will be supplied for the turning projects. Tea/coffee are provided, lunch is not included. The duration is 2 weekdays from 08h30 to 15h30. Cost is R700-. 

The venue is Hardware Centre, corner Hans Strydom and CR Swart Drive, Strijdom Park, Randburg. Phone: (011) 791-0844. Contact John Speedy on (011) 678-4742.

Wood from another Tree Feller. Paul Venter does tree felling and cuts up some the wood using his sawmill. He is in the Honeydew area. He sent a long list of species of wood that he encounters, but this obviously comes and goes. He can offer planks and turning blanks. Contact him on (011) 795-2165  or 794-1587  to see what he has to offer.

Wood for turning. Harold Theunissen still has some wood suitable for turning blanks in a number of species. Ask him about it at the next meeting or phone him on (011) 447 3334.
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Combination Machine

The picture shows a Universal Woodworker from the Crescent Machine Company. This is a five-function machine that was in production from the late 1890s to the early 1940s. It combined a bandsaw, jointer, shaper, table-saw and horizontal borer. Depending on the model, machine weight ranged from 1700 lb to 5200 lb. It was claimed that up five men could work on the machine without interfering with each other. This seems rather scary, given the almost total lack of guarding on the machine! (Picture and details from FineWoodWorking #61, Nov 1986)

Pushbutton Starter for a Machine

Danie de Clerk

Improve the safety of your woodwork machine by fitting a NO VOLTAGE RELAY. (In the event of a power failure, the switch turns off and the machine will remain off when the power is restored. It will start again only when the start button is pressed again.)

A relay is an electromechanical device working on the principle that when current flows through a coil it creates magnetism in a ferrous core surrounded by the coil. This is then utilised to move contacts to open or close.  Different coils are used for different voltages.  I.e. a 12VDC or 220VDC coil is not suitable to operate on 220VAC.  The contacts are rated for AC or DC current of specific amperage, whilst the current through the coil is quite small.  It would be wrong to use a contact or switch rated for DC, to carry AC or vice versa.

To control the operation of a machine with a 2 horsepower (1,5kW) motor, one should allow for about two 10Amp AC contacts.  (It allows for the initial start-up current, but assumes that the motor is not started under considerable load and is sufficient to break the running current of the motor).  If the relay has three sets of contacts, two sets can be paralleled to handle increased load current. (For larger motors and three phase motors the relay should be operated in conjunction with a suitable contactor.)

The relay must have at least two sets of contacts, one to switch on the motor and the other to hold in the relay during operation.  In the diagram the contacts are shown with power off, but even when the plug is powered on, it will remain the same. When the START button is pressed, it closes the relay and via the motor contacts power is applied to the motor to run. As soon as a power dip occurs, it will cause the relay to de-energise and the motor will switch off and will not automatically restart when power returns to normal.  The STOP button simply breaks the relay holding current (say 50mA) to stop the motor and the START button only activates this holding current to start the motor, so the pushbuttons only need to be low current types.

This circuitry  must be properly enclosed to prevent electrical shock and a suitable plastic or ABS box is preferred.  Any connections, other than screw type or similar should be soldered and insulated.  Grommets or lead through P-clamps can hold the wires in place.  It is much preferred that the relay should be mounted in a base, which  allows the relay to be replaceable without soldering.  The relay should in any case last for many years, but should be protected against excessive dust.

Components required for 1.5kW motor. Obtainable from AP Electronics or similar:

· 1 Relay with three 10A AC c/o Contacts (but normally open, make-only will also do) and coil to be 220V AC. Wire two in parallel for the motor circuit.

· 1 Surface mount Relay base, with screw connectors.

· 1 Start Pushbutton (Push to make) 220VAC 500mA AC

· 1 Stop Pushbutton (Push to break) 220VAC 500mA AC

· 1 Plastic or ABS box of about 50 x 100 x 150 and grommets etc.

(I recommend at least one 10A contact for a 1 hp (0.75kW) motor. Use two 10A contacts in parallel for a 2 hp (1.5kW) motor. For a more powerful motor, you will need an even more powerful relay – if in doubt, consult the data sheet for the relay - Trevor Pope) 

Warning: To build a safe circuit, you need to understand and be able to implement safe wiring practices at mains voltages. If you are in any way unsure, ask a licensed electrician or similar qualified person to check your circuit before you use it.  This circuit contains mains voltages that can be potentially lethal and a fire risk, if not engineered properly. 

Next Turner’s monthly meeting is on Monday 07th July 2003 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar: Schalk van Niekerk will demonstrate airbrushing and gold leaf embellishment. Peter Middleton will demonstrate staining techniques. Project to show for the August meeting is to use one of the techniques demonstrated.





Next General Club meeting is on Wednesday 09th July 2003 at 18h00 at Helpmekaar:  Pat Haylock from Rohms Timberworld will talk on African woods, sources and applications. 











