Western Cape response to  PROPOSED CHANGES IN FLYBALL
5.2 Singles Teams:

5.2.4.1 The handler shall choose their desired jump height (Regulation 6.2 of this schedule). 
WC DISSAGREE, as all handlers will choose to jump on the lowest possible height and gain unfair advantage. Height should be determined on measurements as set out in 6.
5.2.4.2 Dogs will RACE OTHER DOGS OR be run individually.
WC feel that the dogs go faster if racing against another individual dog and therefore want this option. 

5.3 Pairs Teams:

5.3.4.1 Pair’s team shall choose their desired jump height (Regulation 6.2) 
WC DISSAGREE, as all handlers will choose to jump on the lowest possible height and gain unfair advantage. Height should be determined on measurements as set out in 6.
6.2 Measurement Table

Up to 114.5 

152  
Over 114.5 to 127 
178

Over 127 to 140

203

Over 140 to 152 
229

Over 152 to 165 
254

Over 165 to 178 
279

Over 178 

305

We feel that 3 height categories will suffice; 

12 CM & BELOW (SMALL)
150
OVER 12 CM - 17 CM (MED)
200

OVER 17 CM (LARGE)

300
For the following reasons:

1. Who can measure the jumps or the dogs to the millimeter ? 114.5 mm ?? technically impossible to measure from the ground/grass for such accurancy on jumps also.
2. So many height categories will lead to immense delays 
3. 2,6cm strips will continually break, and again, are time consuming 

4. Existing equipment can be used by simply slicing off 5 cm from the existing base board. This will not require a remake of the cross slats as the “slit” in WC equipment is 10,5 cm high, leaving 9,5cm, from which the 5 cm will be sliced off.  The uprights can stay as they are.  
THERE APPEARS TO BE NOTHING ADDRESSING IF DIFFERENT HEIGHT CATEGORY DOGS CAN RUN IN THE SAME TEAM.  THIS NEEDS FURTHER DISCUSSION.
5.4 Veterans Class:

5.4.2 Dogs in this class will be required to jump 152cm (150 MM)  jump height, regardless the height of the dog.

W Cape assumes this was a typo and have adjusted for proposed min height above.
7.1 Points:
7.1 Points:

Points are awarded to each team in accordance with best time achieved.One(1) bonus point

will be awarded if best time is achieved more than once in a competition.

Points are awarded as follows:

A recorded time of less than 20 seconds -30 points per dog.

A recorded time of less than 24 seconds but more than 20 seconds -25 points per dog

A recorded time of less than 28 seconds but more than 24 seconds -5 points per dog

A recorded time of less than 32 seconds but more than 28 seconds -1 point per dog.

7.1.4 Time and Points table:
Teams Times (Seconds) Points per Heat

19.999 and under 30

20 up to 24.999 25

25 up to 29.999 15

30 up to 35.000 10

7.1.5 Each of the dogs on a winning team in a heat will receive an additional 5 bonus points for that heat.

WC AGREE FOR THE FOLOWING REASONS:
1. This will encourage new dogs to keep competing, despite not cracking 24 secs, as they will now earn between 10 – 15 points. 

2. There is now a good bonus of 5 points for first place.
7.2 Points for Reserves

If at any time during a competition a reserve is used the points gained towards any Fly ball Titles must

be shared equally, rounded down if necessary, between the original team member and the reserve and

their record cards endorsed accordingly. Points must be rounded down for each team member

concerned.

Example: Qualifying team gains 5 points for each dog and the reserve is used.

Dog 1 = 5 points

Dog 2 = 5 points

Dog 3 = 5 points

Dog 4 = 2 points

Reserve = 2 points

7.1.2 Dogs will receive points toward individual titles based on the team's time. Each dog listed as participating in a heat will be awarded points.  WC ARE NOT SURE HOW THE NEW REGULATIONS WILL DETERMINE POINTS FOR RESERVES WHEN ONE DOG HAS BEEN REPLACED HALF WAY THROUGH A RACE, DUE TO INJURY

7.3.1 Flyball Dog Titles:
7.3.1 Flyball Dog - 


100 

7.3.2 Flyball Dog Excellent 

100 (made up of the maximum points) 

7.3.3 Championship Status 

300 (only 100 points ex non champ shows)

7.3.4 Flyball Grand Champion 

700 (only 100 points ex non champ shows)

7.3.5 Keegan Title 


1500 (only 100 points ex non champ shows)
7.3.1.1 Table of Titles and Points: (issued by provincial sub committee)
Flyball Dog  (FD) 


100

100
Flyball Dog Excellent (FDX) 

500

100 (made up of 25+ x 4  only)
Flyball Dog Executive (FDE)
 
750

500
Flyball Dog Premier (FDP)
 
1000

750
Flyball Dog Extreme (FDEX( 

5000

1000
Flyball Dog Ultimate (FDU) 

7500

4000
WC LIKE THE IDEA OF ALL DOGS EARNING POINTS AT ALL SHOWS, EVEN NON CHAMP. UP TO A CERTAIN POINT WHICH EXCLUDES CHAMPIONSHIP STATUS. HOWEVER THE ABOVE PROPOSED POINTS ARE NOT ACHIEVABLE IN WC.
We have on average, 19 non champ shows and 10 champ shows a year. If dog X did all of them and achieved 30 points each time plus the winning bonus of 5 points,  Dog X would have earned 1355 points for the year. It would therefore take 5 ½ years to achieve Flyball dog ultimate. At this point the dog is almost 7 years old….. 
So, WC DO NOT AGREE WITH PROPOSED POINTS ABOVE. SEE COUNTER PROPOSAL ABOVE.
In addition, we would like to retain the FDX as it currently stands (made up of top scores only) as it encourages newcomers to first enter singles & pairs & in this way build their competency and confidence. This also offers a stepping stone approach towards running in a full team, which we feel is good for the sport. 
7.3.2 Flyball Champion Titles: (issued by KUSA)
Flyball Champion (CH FD)
 
10 000

1300 Championship show points only
Flyball Supreme Champion (CHS FD) 
50 000

2500  Championship show points only
WC FEEL THAT ONLY CHAMP SHOWS SHOULD COUNT TOWARDS POINTS. 

WE THEREFORE FEEL THE EXCESSIVE POINTS PROPOSED ARE UNATTAINABLE. 

W. Cape have on average 10 champ shows a year. If dog X attended them all, and won, dog X would earn 350 champ points per year.  Let’s assume a dog has 9 good years in him, he would achieve 2730 points (from 14 months – 9 years of age).  This is assuming he’s never lost a race in his life.  So, see W.Cape counter proposal above.
Our proposed points above, would encourage competitors to travel also, since it is unlikely that dog X, now aged 9 (and a veteran) would still be in the A (winning) team, towards the end of his/her career, so it encourages teams nationwide to travel to champ shows to earn those extra points every year.

10. JUDGING OF FLYBALL COMPETITIONS

10.2.3 Unacceptable collars for all dogs attending flyball events will include:

Electronic collars Dummy electronic collars Pinch, pressure or prong collars

10.2.4 All leashes and leash tabs, regardless of length, must be removed prior to the dog running the course, including warm-ups.
WC AGREE

10.17 Start/Finish Line

The Start/Finish Line is a vertical plane with no limit. The Start/Finish Line shall be clearly

marked across the width of each racing lane. The Start/Finish line will always be a contrasting

color against the running surface.

WC AGREE

It shall be the responsibility of the Team Captain to ensure that the official KUSA Flyball entry

form is completed and that s/he sign the Declaration as laid down in Schedule 4 Regulation 4.4.

WC AGREE

13. SCHEDULE OF EXERCISES FOR FLYBALL

13.1  
Round Robin-Three (3) Heat System

13.1.1 
Each team entered would run against all other teams entered.

13.1.2 
Scoring System for three(3) Heat Round Robin

1 Point for winning a Race. / 0 points for losing a Race.

The overall winner would be the team with the most points and if there were to be a tie, a winner is

determined by a run-off race

13.1.3 
Allocation of points towards Flyball Titles.

13.1.3.2 Points are awarded to each team in accordance with best time achieved. 
One (1) bonus point will be awarded if best time is achieved more than once in a competition. 
Heats will count towards qualification for Fly ball titles-see regulation 7 and appendix C-D (2-3)

13.2 Knockout:

13.2.1 Each team entered would run in a knockout format.

13.2.2 Allocation of points towards Flyball Titles

13.2.2.1 Commencing with the quarterfinals, all times to be recorded on the score sheets. 
The team with two(2)heat wins in the final will be declared the winner if the competition. 
The fastest time of the teams reaching the quarter finals to the finals will be taken for the scoring system, 
One (1) bonus point will be awarded if best time is achieved more than once in a competition. 
Heats will count towards qualification for fly ball titles-see regulation 7 and appendix C.-D(4)

13.3 Round Robin – One heat System

13.3.1 Each team entered would run against all other teams entered. See appendix F.

13.3.2 Scoring System for one(1) Heat Round Robin

1 Point for winning a Heat and 0 Points for losing a Heat

The overall winner would be the team with the most points and if there were to be a tie,,a winner is

determined by a run – off heat

13.3.3 Allocation of points towards Flyball Titles

13.3.3.1. During each Heat teams times must be recorded on the score sheet/s

13.3.3.2 Points are awarded to each team in accordance with best time achieved .
One(1)bonus point will be awarded if best time is achieved more than once in a competition. 
Heats will count towards qualification for fly ball titles-see regulation 7 and appendix F

13.1 Race format and scoring table:

Format Scoring Ties

Round Robin 1/1, 3/3, 4/4, or 5/5 (Not sure we understand the significance of the numbers here) Can we assume this is the 1 heat system ? Each team races against the other teams once ? If so, the rules should clarify this. 
1 point for each heat won. ½ point to each team for tied heats.

W.Cape would prefer a more simplified system as below, i.e. run off if times were exactly the same & no ½ points involved. 

Optional: 1 bonus point each race won.

Again,,bonus point just complicates it. Are happy with 5 bonus points for end winner or per heat as per 7.1.5
Two-way ties shall be decided by the result of head-to-head racing. 

If still tied, the fastest time from the head-to-head race will decide.

Three-way ties or more shall be decided by the fastest time in the tournament.

Again for consistency, and simplification, would prefer a run-off, fastest time wins.
Round Robin 3/5 (3 wins out of 5) Is this a 5 heat system ? i.e. all teams race against another 5 times ? If so, surely there is room for a 3 heat system also. 
1 point for each race won.

In the event of no winner after 5 heats, no points will be awarded to either team

W Cape would prefer a run off, fastest time wins.
Two-way ties shall be decided by the result of head-to-head racing. If still

tied, the fastest time from the head-to-head race will decide.

Three-way ties or more shall be decided by the fastest time in the tournament.

W.Cape would prefer a run off, fastest time wins.

The run off option bears testament to the fitness level of the dogs, which we believe is important.
Round Robin into Elimination

Round Robin scoring shall be as states above.

Use results of Round Robin to determine seeding for the Elimination.

The placement from the round robin and the placement from the

elimination will be added to together to determine final placement.

Ties for overall placement should be broken by the fastest overall tournament time.

Ties for heats in an elimination format:

Ties will be rerun if the winner of the race is undecided. 
Not sure we fully understand this, although it does sound like our existing knock out system. 

If indeed it is, can we please simplify this language. (For the benefit of future learner judges).
General

If we could retain the existing terms used in current rules, I’m sure it would be much appreciated as it would be easier to understand. If we are saying the same thing there is no harm in using the same language.

WE THANK EVERYONE INVOLVED IN PUTTING THIS PROPOSAL TOGETHER.

IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED.
